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TACTICAL OPERATIONS MANUAL
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SERIES 350
OPERATIONAL GUIDELINE

REMOVAL AND CARE OF FIRE DEATH VICTIMS
PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for handling the removal and care of fire death victims.
PROCEDURE

I. The following procedures shall be employed in handling bodies found in or near a fire scene:
1. If a fire death victim is discovered during fire scene operations, notify the following immediately:
A. The County Medical Examiner for the county in which the incident has occurred.
B. The law enforcement agency having jurisdiction.
C. The Fire Marshal and a Fire Investigator.
2. A victim may be removed only if there is doubt of actual death or if the body is so located that it will sustain further damage.  If moved outside the structure, it shall be covered and one man posted at the location.  Before the body is moved, positive mental notes, sketches and/or pictures shall be taken of the location and position of the body.
II. Actual identification of a victim shall be left to the medical examiner and no statements referring to the victim’s identification or cause of death shall be made by a district member.
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